The 1st Annual Hard Cider Contest

at Goold Orchards

Saturday, November 22, 2008

Eligibility: Anyone over the age of 21, may enter. All ciders entered must be home brewed. Beverages made at a commercial enterprise, including brew-on-premise establishments are not eligible.

Entry Fee: Only checks will be accepted for entry fees.  The fee for each entry is $6.  Make checks payable to Goold Orchards.  Please do not include cash with your entry.

Categories:  This competition uses the 2008 BJCP style guidelines that can be found at http://www.bjcp.org/stylecenter.html.  Each entry must be classified as one of these styles for judging purposes. Please choose styles carefully. Entries will be judged as an example of the chosen style. Judges will not reclassify entries.  Similar styles will be grouped together into categories for the purpose of judging and awarding prizes.

Entries: For each entry, the entrant must submit:

· Three (3) bottles or one pressurized PET container (plastic soda bottle) with “carbonator.”  Bottles may be of any style, but must contain at least 10 ounces, be free of labels and have any other identifying marks blacked out. PET containers must contain at least 24 ounces.  Carbonators will be returned to entrants at the conclusion of the competition.

· Bottle identification forms attached to each bottle with a rubber band.

· A completed competition entry form.

· The appropriate entry fee based on the total number of entries.

For your entry to do best, be sure to supply all of the required information and as much optional information as is appropriate for the style.  Refer to the style guidelines for the styles that require or may benefit from additional information. For any questions about the entry form, the style guidelines, classification entry or supplying additional information, please contact Hennessy Homebrew.

Entries may be dropped off from October 24 to November 18, 2008 at one of our drop off locations or they may be carefully packed and shipped (preferably via UPS) to arrive no later than November 18, 2008 to the following address:

Goold Orchards Inc

1297 Brookview Station Road

Castleton, NY 12033

Hennessy Homebrew Inc

470 North Greenbush Road

Rensselaer, NY 12144

Entries received after the drop-off deadline will not be accepted and will not be returned.

Judging: A panel of at least two judges will judge each entry.  Entries will be judged for both overall quality and conformance to the chosen style.  The first round of judging will determine the top three entries in each category.  A second round of judging will determine Best-in-Show.  The Beer Judge Certification Program or the American Homebrewers Association does not sanction this competition.  Entrants will receive commentary on their cider on official score sheets prepared by judges using the Beer Judge Certification Program guidelines.  All judging will be closed to the public.  

Awards:  The Best-in-Show will be awarded a gift certificate to Hennessy Homebrew Inc for $75.00 and 6-gallons of cider from Goold Orchards Inc.  

The awards ceremony will be open to the public but all judging will be closed to judges, stewards and organizers.

The competition will begin at noon on the 22nd of November.  For additional information contact one of the organizers below:

Goold Orchards Inc

(518) 732-7495

Hennessy Homebrews Inc

(518) 283-7094

